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By appointment, I Introduced Willem Manchester, who has beea^V* >1 

< * - j °' ne i by 10 * s * John F - Kenned >' t0 write a book concerning the fou r£vs " ^ 

l“ ' ^ 1 "* RS f S .!‘ n ^! 0n and funercl of the late President, to the Directo/at fc* 
1^. xv- a. m., tocay in the Director's Orfice. ... - ...“ * (TV 

... - .• • •• * ' •; v *1 ■- • 

,7.. , . . , l v ‘*» Manchester first thanked the Director for seeing him. He cxnJifn^*^ 

ha inoV^* ap i r ° Ximately S0 peop!e » PrincipaUy in Washington; howcvcr^i 

hai noij^ k ^one to Da.las, Texas, inasmuch as Chief Justice Warren fell that he <rovli'£l 

K>J c<*>Mc. interviews in Villas until after the Warren Commission report had been Issvll 

: . •; ... • 

. 1' • J * L ? iKk f ituti . n S a series of questions to the Director, Mr. Manchesi jiVirst - 1 • 
m^ J u aS t0 Lie D ‘ rector was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25 1963* 5 

• M f^ r aaoed Uiat he would first like to start with November 22, 1933! at the precise 
the Director first received the news that the President had been shot. T*e ' * 

0/ rector replied but he Iiad just returned from lunch. This was approximately HO n rrt' 

t0 hl r refle . ctins the presIde nt had been shot. The DlrectJm 
iv called t’.e Attorney General who was at his home di/iin* with the U S 3 

a ttorney from New York, Mr. Morgenthau. The Director advisedlhe^ Attorney Ctene^al ^ 
n u! a . new ^ announcement had been made tiiat the President had been wounded. The 1 -8 
Oirector seated he next talked to the SAC of our Office in Etellas Tex^ uA.J^r^ K i 

if 1 5 ae r ? r , 0Slde , nt . ^ boon wounded and had beer, taken to the Parkland Memorial HosoiiJ 5 ! 

. ? a ‘ ° 0Ve ‘'" 0r CMrMv hsa '■>«“ s '' ot »■>« was now InTh. e m orXTl 

at th ? same hospital. Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Conr.ally, who v/ere ^ 
ir * T 4 . sarr ‘ e CaFf had not been hiu The SAC 101(1 0ie Director that it apieared tliat i 
V > ;‘- 0:S . h r d COme fr0ra a ywr ^>ry window of the Texas Book Depository^bding. • • i 

/ ^ ^^]O c jCL 9£L=- *-- ; ^ ! 
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or.ee a S atn and the *'“>"=>• , " 

mr-ircc as to whether the / .tonev Ge- »-*• „ h .* At Uus time the Director * : 

that he Iud advised the Attorney ' Gene- ••!!: tha * 1 / -•• eh ?»f° t0 Dall . as * The Director stated 5 
facilitate Ms departure and arrival. The Di c^n-rf x" 'T * , In e ‘ 3 n ‘ r ' kin - he w*S<* 
our Dallas Office called once again to in*i « i £ d i'“5? 8a ‘® r that shortly thereafter 

!«»•£:* “r ^ k * ■ • - • 

i.i is x-.c>iCi3nU The Director later o^r * •? i #*,* ^ ^ h^d aiieacy tcc.n sworn 

t^t ths FBI was moving into the 1 invest!- Horn ^Th^nv G f nera } ° nce a Sain and told him 
F8i took this action deso te Manchester that the 

^s- ssinatc- the President. • ■ ° laW mak “‘S il a F <^ral violation to 

to]J Winchester he initiated action to Ag , ent . at that Brae. The Director . ; 

• • *> *• , w: V - y-V- 1 «J 

tU Harvey Os3Sd D Jr' ' l ' n-™f I**™’?- s!er »»« If the FBI had taken custody ’’ 

Creator 2.M 1 o, otid* by^„l e ^ Ied b/ ** Ruby - T « : 

tfper acu« to protect 4?^*“ 6 ^ ? v01d ! d had ‘he Dallas police taken h. i_ 
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Pcesideat Johnson called him at his hon°e fnd rcoucsted lhafthe : ^ P - ">•» 

LiS™ v 4"v-“ 

t mount of publicity coming «Lt ol o^as. ^ h ® WaS COncerncd about ^ great 
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O'-.sidn-’ ^ {r I h ,? ?.V® ctor th . en ‘ oW Manchester that the Dallas police had glieii out^ ** 

respect to the 

>s,.sstna..on. .he Director told Manchester that this Chiet ot PoUcfciM hlvl Wd " 
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him to go t$ hel!; nbwcver, he had recognized the obvious necessity and logic of sv cV*--' ( 
instructions and had complied. The Director explained to Manchester at some lev’grik-' 
tks- necessity to keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of an indiviivai, : 

’ • The* Director told Manchester that on Saturday evening, November 23; 

J963 our Dallas Office had received an anonymous telephone call indicating that pirns '* 
had beer made to murder Oswald when he was removed from the Dallas City Jail* Tea 
FOl informed the Dallas Chief of Police immediately. The Director told Manchester f - 
lhat original plans for removal of Oswald had been made for 10:00 p, m. that Saturday .*• 
nigh! | Th* Chief of Police, however, changed these plans by acceding to the pressure 
cf J depress that Oswald be removed at a convenient time so that communications media • 
covld cover the event. Our Dallas Office again called Uie Dallas Police Department ca * * 
SaaAy morning, November. 24, 1S63, and reminded that Department of the same 
anonymous telephone call. At that time the Chief of Police pur Dallas Office that 

all precautions were being taken to protect Oswald. y<* . ,*/V.- 7. ’* 

4 : v* 

The Director informed Manchester that followjrtgme Presidents call" * '* 
at 7:25 p. m., November 22, 1953, he gave specific Lnstx-uctioni.that the FBI do everything 
p<?s$il'h to thoroughly investigate this case. The Director stated that additional'- - > 

pu-kynAst were immediately sent to Dallas. He told Manchester this was necessary *.*/ 
inasmuch as our Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, received 
hundreds and hundreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters setting forth leads ir. this ’ 



case. 
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Manchester inquired as to whether the Director placed any significance •** — 
•to the anonymous phone call concerning the plan to murder Oswald, The Director replied ‘ 
that we had no way of knowing at the time whether any importance should be attached or 
not; however, we did have the responsibility to Immediately notify the Dallas police, . 

^ nieh Vc old. *.*.*••. * * - - * . . ■ .« i. „*. • •< . rt . k - », , v ^ 

r- '•*- ». '• • •• - •*-:••• ** •-.« •» 

The Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "police buff, " "" * 

As a result of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy accessibility *• ’ 
to the Dallas Police Department. The Director stated that he did not know whether Ruby’s 
reported insanity was of the sincere or faked type Inasmuch as we were not psychiatrists. • 
He stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his obvious < 
affection for the late President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow 
to Mrs, Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dallas and testify y 
against Oswald. -■ .. .. ..... . b. ... /. *‘A 
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Vv.M^ «.oc I f Ino -^ lrod as t0 thG exact location of the Director at the tine - •:=* 

t 1 - KiJe<r*un Monday, November 24 , 1 S 63 . The Director replied tlial he was at % 
sme. no staiea v.iat the Dellas Office contacted him Immediately following this ever t. "•? 
. mebes.cr inquired as to the Director's immediate reaction. The Director ronlied ti -t 

^ W 1 S . r ‘~ SUCh an ^ ent CClild ^ ce > particularly under a system of rh 

. . il Tne Director adoed that he had ordered an immediate check or. J?ck ; ' 

x;-y tna paruciuarly to ascertain if tr.ere had been a relationship between Ruby and 1. 

• . ^ ^ • 4 ^ ^ ^ f # •• / ' • 9 Jf" ^ ^ J ^ a 

I V , Manchester inquired as to whether the Director was watching television 1 *' * 

t :..e lime 0 . Oswalc's murder. • The Director replied in the negative. Ke stated he was : 
oviung on official papers at the time. The Director added that he usually saved Sundays '* 

5 renew lengthy documents and memoranda as well as to prepare himself for inte "views : 
earmgs, etc. • .; , . k • •** ....• • * 

.... • * ~ • 1 •• ••*?'' •- t • *..*>, r v 

* * z"~ r*~* + * * — 1* f-* \ 

„ Manchester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday morr/in^A T 

ovember 22 , 13o3, prior to the assassination. The Director replied that he was ‘ ■ ° * - 

onductir.g business as usual, Uiat he had had a number of Inter news that particular “ •* 

lorning. - . 1 .7 •.*... * */. -• . ... • ,. ^ 



... Manchester inquired as to the physical location of the wireservice ticker - 

.achir.e, Ke was told that it is located across the liall and that pertinent wire service * 
oins are brought In to the Director immediately# ....... . * ** ^ - * 

• . . , . . . . ^ . ' * * • v, r « '**•*•• ■* •** V.! 

The Director told Manchester that his first conversation on November 22, ' 
; 5 11 ? 0Jr Dallas orfice occurred at approximately 1:48 p.m. The Director was . 

.vised at that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had * V 
nfered a mortal wound. The Director mentioned that on tine occasion of his second • 
U to the Attorney General, tine Attorney General had indicated that he had also been in - 
uch with a number of the Presidential Staff and had been informed of a number of 
.•tails concerning the shooting and the fact that the President had died. 
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*-■- Manchester Inquired as to the Director's opinion of the Attorney General's* 
action upon being informed that the President had been shot. The Director replied *- 
it the Attorney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requested that 
e Director keep him informed of ?my further facts received concerning this* matter. ;• 

■.e Director told Manchester tliat the Attorney General Is usually very quiet i.; manner 
.til he has all the necessary facts of a given situation. The Director suited that the .'•• 
.torney Gi-neral. was not the explosive type unless he became angry,* . j- : *u 

7*1“ r 7*’ ** \ f **.**7 y - ' T *. / ‘ t ’ iN ' • ‘ • -- • ‘i-. . .. .. ^ - . . . * 
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Ma$?hester told the Director the: the President’s call to the Director at •. *• 

:2S p. cri: , Novei: -Ur 22, 1S53, appe-ax-d to b* one of the first calls that the President 
'•^Jt upon returning to Washington that evening. The Director replied that he would ' 
or^lise tXi? this was correct* The Director aJcfed that our investigation proceeded. l‘i 
brlhwUh; however, it was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the*,'.' ^ 

•resicem. oeciced to name a Presidential Commission to look into the assassination.' 5 * '$ 

he Director told Manchester that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Commission y £ 
i:h:'n ten <f 3 ys after the President had set up this body. The Director stated that he - 
ersanally rad appeared before the Warren Commission and that he considered their 
sectioning of Kira to be Quite thorough. He stated that thoroughness was necessary on ‘ v 
re part of the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in Quelling gossip and 
peculation in the future. The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will 
o.-.tinue concerning thic.caie., especially in Europe where there is widespread gossip 
moernir.g a supposed conspiracy, for many years, - • • * » .. -A'.-* *,;>■!- 

• • • p?i - ’ s •'•V.T-V '“".r ' 

• - . ' . ' The Director told Manchester that the statement that some of the - > •*' : VrV- - * 

. formation may be withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further 
error. Manchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice’s statement in this 
egerd inasmuch as not just any individual should be allowed to look at the classified 
aterini sent to the Commission by some agencies. The Director replied that the issue 
; point Is such that excessive precautions of security is unwise. The Director explained 
u.i he had never been a great believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard . 
agar ding excessive security. He stated that an item is either classified or else it isn’t 
.ossified. The Director gave examples of leaks in Government that have given several 
residents extreme cause and worry. He stated that the FBI is usually called upon to 
.vc-stigate these leaks, however, newspapermen naturally do not desire to reveal their 
yu roes. The Director stated that if newspapermen did reveal such sources that quite ' 

\tu rally the sources would dry up, .. * V * 

-*• •- ... .* •. ' •.'t '“v:v *rf.'*.* ••• 

•" Manchester inquired of the Director as to whether the assassination czse 
:-c?.tr,e or.e of major concern following the President’s call at 7:25 p» m., November 22, • 

1S3. The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the FBI had already • • • 

•.tered this case. He added, however, that after the President’s call we went all out in 
vir.g such tilings as working around the clock, sending a Washington -based FBI official 
> Dallas ar.d adding approximately 30 Agents to the Dallas personnel complement. The - i 
•rector stated that we still have at least 50 men who are tied up in running down leads . 
i this particular case throughout the FBI’s service. He stated that this case will never » 
i closed from an investigative point of view Inasmuch as we will continually receive'.^;.' ‘ J 
ads, many from mental cases, which necessarily have to be checked ou t, m-;: r i . ^ 

: ‘ . 5 -V ,t 5.-.:-e- v - * 
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r ; •. -*'/<£ M- .*.*♦ •••• •. ^ . r ,v '* Wh; - , 

j ■ Manchester siskcd if toe matter of a Prc^ioont being ftssnssii^tfi^ ro. , 
ling a Federal crime had ever been discussed folly by the Congress, or anyone else; 
ccorci/ig to the Directors knowledge. The Director replied that there had been no - 
,s cuss Lon to any extent. Ke stated the matter had just never been considered.^,;. 

■■ .*••• * Manchester inquired as to whether the FBI had prior material on Oswald 
tfore the assassination. The Director replied that we did have some information c:- • 
igardlng Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in nature. The Director then explained 
t some length the background of Oswald. Ke told Manchester of the press releases that 
svald made in Moscow. He told Manchester of Oswald’s employment in a factory in 
linsk, Russia, and of the fact that Oswald had later returned to Moscow. The Director 
a^ecftkal he certainly did r.ot understand why the Department of State had failed to have 
sval<( sign an affidavit forfeitting his American citizenship at the time Oswald returned . 
> Mc$'ic<*/.hnd visited the U. S. Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated that the - •- ' 
ate Department claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an : - 




.ys following his arrival in the United States. Ke explained that we, of course, desired 
find oui li Oswald had been recruited as an intelligence agent by the Soviet Union. The 
: rector told Manchester that this did not appear to be true/ He added that Oswald had 
assified himself as a Marxist rather than a communist. The Director added that . 

s* aid hid later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into a street squabble 
ith ar.li-Castroites over leaflets being handed out by Oswald. The Director told ! :. . f . 
Tanchesier that Oswald could best be termed a “loner. •• He explained Oswald's - 
DpTaur.ications with the Communist Party in the United States but added tliat Oswald • • 
•.Tnever joined the Party. The Director told of the incidents surrounding Oswald's >;-* 
.temot to kill General Walker In Dallas. He added that Oswald's wife, Marina, had -V ‘ 
hised us cf this incident following the assassination. The Director summarized this 
ir; of the Intel 
hich would reflet 

•.dieated that Oswald had any intentions of assassinating the PresidenU ;' i^.V T:'\V Js; - 

• ^ V . Manchester asked if the Director did not find It odd that Mrs. Oswald 
id failed to tell anyone about the attempted assassination of General Walker until after 

o murder of President Kennedy, The Director replied that he did not find this odd in -;. 



-ills inciueni lunuwm^ uu; - 

ji'vicW by indicating there appeared to be nothing in Oswald s background 
?flect that he was a man of violence and most certainly nothing which v 




\\ced no significance In Mrs* Oswald T s failure to advise of this incident prior to the 



ssassination. *- 
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. w proctor told Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate 
C " k 'i7 c - Oswald to kill tr.e ^rcsiaer.t. The Director stated it was entirely 

possible Oswald may have wanted to kill Governor John Cor.nally. Ke explained that 

Ks ci written communications to Governor Connally protesting his particular tv*,e 
o. t,e from the- U. S, Marine Corps, The Director added that President Kennedy 

, r "~ s an intellectual liberal type. He stated that President Kennedy had been desirous of 
<*eping peace with honor. He stated that President Kennedy desired peaceful co-existence 
--.vvu^rican Style. The Director added that the President, although he had been firm 
;• h r s dealings with Khrushchov, had a fairly good relationship with Khrushchev and the 
: or.et bra on. The Director summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desired to ‘ 
^ lr0 President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, against 
.he Communist Party and Chairman Khrushchev. . ; 

. • * •* . . 'Z .*•**. ' "* g v • 

. Manchester speculated that perhaps the communists. Including Oswald, 
uq not lpce the relationship between the late President and Khrushchev; therefore the 
JOmmunists desired to do away with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their --* • • 

lesired philosophy could be removed. The Director replied that this was entirely : 7 ' v • j' 
>o$aioie, however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand tint Khrushchev was not - 
^person to be trusted and that Chairman Khrushchev had a very cold and evil mind.- -•« 
fhe Director, at this point, gave examples of Khrushchev's understanding of the English 
naguage despite the fact that he hadOroyanovsky, an excellent interpreter, with him • . 

t aL times while on his visits to the United Slates. The Director told Manchester that - 
.a had always felt it belter to kick individuals like Klmishchev on the shins once in a 

raJier than to boot-lick them. The Director explained that Khrushchev was -- v -- • • 
asically an oriental and that individuals opposing orientals usually lost face In the''-/ . 

denial's opinion when fear or trepidation was shown. - ->* -f-.- 
- . • -■ • • • ; • • - ‘ • *%— •■ •r'.-.v... J ’ v .vv^vi-vv*. -xt,*. . •: 

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director's duties and 
•espoasibUities allowed him to participate personally in the funeral ceremonies. The 71 .• 
director replied in the negative. Ke stated he had been at his desk constantly. He * .... • 
dded that he had issued instructions that FBI personnel participate officially In the ’ " " 
eremonies by assisting Secret Service as much as possible. The Director spoke of the ' '' 
-.any visiting foreign dignitaries and of the dangers involved in the march from the i, 

/hite House to St. Matthew’s Cathedral. He told Manchester that over 40 Special 
.gents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St. Matthew's • I 

athc-dral. He further told Manchester that the authority to protect the President was ••• | 

’.early a function of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we have 

;..e 



.ar.cnest.er that leans had spread to Mexico as well as throughout the entire United States 
here fore, it has tieeft necessary for him personally to remain at his desk so as to • 
upervise this matter. r „• r . v; : ^ .. ^ 
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At this point I reminded Manchester of his previous statement to me that 
? had to be at the White House at 11:15 a. m, Manchester thanked the Director twice * 
per. his departure and seated that he was very appreciative cf the Directors cooperation 
:.i considerable tine taken from a busy schedule to be of assistance. 



• 



The Director may desire to send the Attorney General the attached letter 



.dicatinj that he had seen Manchester. 



#4 









‘if . . ‘V 









P 

t. w - <r ., r* - % . 

/ . i- • ... 

A ’ • -* • ■ -v — . . r ; »* •V-'V/ - 

• • • • # • . 









. ^ * i IJ • s * ”, 

.. r s*y — *. . ? . 



* 4 • 4 *•' . • * ' f 4 :t.. t . ,**!**». i,. v . * • • , . . 

. .* .i */- * * " 4 t 2 ' . . . . \ /.•' ** . - ~ * - -.t W *•« «• ;* V-. .1 

s * '* ! * - - ■ * - - * * ' •» ^ A»*W ., - .• V .« «a C • . * /.•.•a.Vv - * 4 t • « i -y. . . , . • . 4 ■ 

* - v • - ~ . t 4 -. . .. * . : ... v.?.v .* . . ■' * * 

.... . . . *— * 4 * *. . . ^ *•* * • # * • * * *« ** • ^ * ** . 






»* *y «* 



* v f *. "t*..*- — • f 



l\ •• -^v *>/’ 'p: V- . .; V ^ - 

• * 44 - V* *• % V >{ *« '* V ' ! • ••• »** 4 ' 4 v .JW.r.!W* •* . r • i **•’ ,2 •' ;♦-*?* **\.*-‘* * 

,.*• ** - * • ■' • ..... .. 4 4 * 4 • -» *♦*•#< ,“ • • t * * . , * '• 

* ■ • • *' * - * •• 4 • • • * ; • • 4 4 . r. ^ n : 

-■ * * * “ * • • . * • * ‘ % • i 4 • * . . * . T * 4 *• V % -*-• ’ 

■ * * - • . * . , . . • . - • 4 • ’ • w • . • 

^ -* * i , .7. , A‘ , **'' 4 V . ’.V v * 7 4 * - - . 



A .r'° 



•aj : 

<e'» 






S'* 



!« 



fc’-. 

k -- ' 



44 . ■ 

». •• 



A. *. 

y *. 

•*v» 

if', 

y, - 
i 

K 

* 

r •# 






; ^ /• . V.“ ' ..*• “*' * ' w *-* *** ; 

. ;* vrv’ r . *u 



• • •?> . *. • ; \ • v. - v 1 .^ .W 4 * :* % v . . : 

* r # * er ... “ *- * . . .* .. . V. • ’ * .. . .. 

• ‘ 1 3*7 v i.‘ , v ‘ t 4 t «.!' .m . V* *».•*•*.> V V.- V ' > » <}' y * i-' ^V , v . T 

w. Ti?l*VVr‘ ; - v r 

A : *ii r c v-r: ‘ I 

•* * • * * 4 * ■* - » * • * **• y-. - * - - *• ‘ • % . *; r . i . *. :.,v , All* • 4 I 






k _7- • f> 1 # •* • • 

. * . * - — - — - 

“ »"' ? • • f • . «w i -“ 1 *. v t . 



' * • “X ‘tyf'Sr;’ * 



? » - « 



. f .* • -4 ' * 



viV 7 * v ; y t \ v- / . * V ' 4 , . -- > 4 \ *%** • ■. 

* 4 ’***-•- ' •■•■*••■ •*'* i r ^ :; 4 ^ ^ . ;S gy;, v > 



.* . 4 . . .. . 

» -V. * ‘ u . 

•.v 'oi ■>. . ■ • * ». ‘ A 

A. , 4 .‘. •• 

,:;- f .‘t t 


/m 

M 
, •>»• 


V 

; % • • rw / t * % • • 




• • •• 

• r **»*. *‘ ; - :.’V ^ - 




t \ 4 ^ s*v" TOu* 44 .^* . * 
.. ; - * 
..yX i 

r A _..4 -• *\ ■ • L 

4 K • . i 




. V *v» - ■» . ^ * -4 

•» • • t i ' 


h- - *; 

•T 


• • ~rn* • r 

f * •• 


* i! 



u & i ?' a * -,<V i 






